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death of the Regent By this arrangement, known
as the Treaty of Edinburgh, the government was to
be entrusted to a committee of twelve, while the
French were to leave the country, and a settlement of
the religious question to be effected by the Scotch
Parliament (1559,). The immediate results of the
peace were the establishment of Protestantism as
the state religion, and a proposal that Elizabeth
should marry Arran and unite the two crowns. Hut
this scheme was rejected in London, and the death
of Francis II. led all parties to unite under Lord
Moray, an illegitimate son of James V., in recalling
Mary and in an attempt to free Scotland from all
foreign influence. Despite the opposition of the
English Court, the Scotch queen did return, and
thus Elizabeth's chief enemy was on her borders
with a temporarily united nation behind her.

Mary's first act was to demand that she should be
recognised as heir to the throne of England, and,
when this was refused, she placed herself in open
hostility by marrying her cousin Henry, Lord
Darnley, the head of the English Catholics. She
then entered into alliance with the other anti-
Protestant states, expelled the Lords of the Con-
gregation, and checked the progress of the Reforma-
tion at home (1565). But her marriage was attended
with disastrous results for herself. Ddrnley was
coarse and brutal, and Mary, having quarrelled with
him, sought consolation in more congenial society.
But her husband was also jealous. He secretly
recalled the exiled nobles, and caused Rizzio, his
wife's chief favourite, to be torn from her arms and